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MiataTudes
SACRAMENTO AREA MIATA OWNERS ASSOCIATION             October 2010

Robin’s Nest 
By Robin George

Over a year and a half ago while Mike DeLaurentis 
and I were sipping wine during one of our events, I 
indicated I wanted to do something to celebrate the 
20th year of SAMOA’s creation.  Our club has 
existed and flourished because of you the member 
and a memorable event was needed to go beyond 
the norm.  The norm for the club had been a one 
day event at a park or winery.   

Most large Miata gatherings were national in scope, catering towards the celebrity, outsiders and 
vendors, but this was SAMOA’S Birthday and the emphasis needed to be towards you the 
member.  It has been because of you that our club has endured over years.  We had the 
resources, the enthusiasm and plenty of time to prepare.  Mike wholeheartedly agreed and said 
he would like to Chair the 20th Anniversary event.  With that we were off and running.  He stated 
he had an idea on how we might do this.  We had many meetings to hone those ideas and 
decide on a place and what we could do for the membership.  Everyone had a chance to 
enhance this mission with their thoughts and it was fun to develop them.   Since day one Mike 
and I have been on the same page and the committee very enthusiastic in its tasks.  It was an 
extreme pleasure to work with them.

And what an event…    
Jeanne and I arrived in an OTM (Presidents rarely get to drive their Miata’s) on Thursday with the 
rest of the committee.  We plotted and drank wine.  We had to quiet down because we were too 
loud (us?).  It seems there was an older group of hikers staying Thursday night and the 
committee was making too much noise in our enthusiasm.  Shame on us…. 

Friday, we decorated, set up tables, planned 
for the onslaught and drank more wine.  There 
were several misunderstandings that could 
have been quickly resolved had the correct 
information been relayed, but fortunately all 
turned out well.   What’s an event without some 
drama?   The attendees started arriving and 
Mike and I became Bellboys.  Registration was 
smooth and they began to settle in and relax.  
It was great to see everyone mingling, talking, 
and spreading tales.
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Saturday, was big event day.  I was worn out already, but the show must go on.  The members 
were getting ready for the scenic drive and we were setting up for group pictures.  Little did we 
know that it was hunting season and a couple of them decided to park in our picture area!  A 
quick decision was made and since they had guns we moved to a new spot.  Easy decision!!  

While everyone was running around the countryside, we 
redecorated the lodge, set up the raffle, and waited for their 
return.  They arrived back by 3:30 and by 6:15 we were 
ready.  Mike made a great intro of the committee members 
and dinner was served at 6:35.  What a meal.  The food was 
delicious.   Rob the Chef, with his staff prepared for us a 
fantastic meal.  By 8:00 we were ready for the big raffle.
  
Mark Phillips, Bear Valley Lodge Manager, spoke to the 
group and donated a $750 Lodge ski vacation to the raffle.  
Note: winner of one of the GoPro cameras was Jennifer Sipe 
who “willed” me to draw her name.  Sure enough, she won.  I 
was just as shocked as she was.  I wanted that camera.  The 
big winners that night were the four selected charities with 
$7000 being raised.

Sunday, was FunkHana day.  Fifteen Miata owners and their 
passengers decided to test their skills.  11 passed the 
enhanced drug test and 3 flunked.  The three were allowed 
to continue with a promise to be good.  Some of the results 
were rather surprising.  One driver backed to within 24 feet of 
the backup pole and thought they were close.  One 
contestant tried to make a driver follow the course by 
pointing which direction to go even though he had a bag on 
his head.   Funny stuff.

          
             Registration desk set up and ready to go             Cathedral Lounge decorated
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Friday night and the Miatas have arrived

Resting in the bar after the long drive

                                                

Ready for the Saturday Drive
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Bob Bacon lining up the perfect picture

The Group photo

      
                The Raffle Group                                           I don’t care if you have a paper bag 
                                                                                     on your head, GO THAT WAY!
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 Don’t run over Jeanne, just grab the rope!     He said keep backing until you are close to the pole

Bob Bacon verifying the jumbo beach ball went between the cones

WHAT IS A FUNKHANA (or funkana)?
By Michelle Thomas

A funkhana is an automotive activity that combines driving dexterity, navigational skill, mental 
and physical coordination, teamwork, luck, and above all, a sense of humor. Between the 
seriousness of some competitors and the silliness of others, it can be hilarious for spectators.

Each car, with driver and passenger, takes about ten to twenty minutes to complete the course. 
The entire event lasts no more than a couple of hours and is often scheduled as a way for car 
enthusiasts to socialize between driving tours and meals

Both the driver and navigator are kept busy negotiating a tricky course as quickly as possible 
while performing a series of silly tasks not usually associated with driving a car. As the driver 
maneuvers, the passenger might be throwing, reaching, squirting, holding or performing some 
other physical activity such as extinguishing a series of candles with a squirt gun or throwing car 
parts into a bucket. Activities might take place outside of the car and sometimes the driver is 
blindfolded.

These events are not conducted not on public roads, but rather in parking lots or on grass. 
Roadsters and convertibles are best suited as funkhana vehicles. MG, Triumph, Porsche, 
Jaguar, BMW, Corvette, and Miata are some of the vehicles you might see at a funkhana!
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Birthday Celebration Accolades
By Mike DeLaurentis

If you attended Running Around Bear – our club’s 20th anniversary event – or talked with anyone 
who did you already know what a giant success it was.  When I first had the idea of doing 
something out of the ordinary I had a vision of what the weekend would include and the final 
product was all of that and more.  The committee who turned that vision into a reality were a 
pleasure to work with.  They had great ideas and where we had differing opinions we talked 
through them and agreed on a consensus of what should be done.  The focus was always on 
creating a memorable experience for our guests.

The Running Around Bear committee members were:

Bob and Teri Bacon  -  Robin and Jeanne George  -  Pam and Randy Hunt
Diana Loo  -  Jack Parker  -  Ron Petrich  -  Jen and Mike Sipe

We also received FunkHana help from Vi and Frank Nicholson, Margaret Counter and Helen 
DeLaurentis.  Many of you volunteered to help wherever you could and that was appreciated –
especially those of you who pitched in for Saturday night’s cleanup.

And finally thanks to all of you members who joined us or who contributed by donating raffle 
prizes and/or purchasing raffle tickets.

I’ve got some ideas for our 25th!

Mike DeLaurentis
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Treasure Trove News         
By Jeanne George

We welcome our Newest Members
Renee Araiza
Craig and Carol Rossiter
VJ and Bonnie Dozier
Sally Schimmel

Memberships renewed in September
Jurach, Margie
Hughhart, Steve & Gale
Stewart, James
Counter, Margaret
Hoffman, Doug & Betty
Russell, Rich and Denise
Wright, Mac and Jean
Emelio, John
Watters, Peter
Nelson, Gary & Donna

Memberships Expiring October 1st
Cutler, Mark and Ellen
Folsom, John
Frosch, Ellen
Kelly, Richard and Carolyn Layfield
Parker, Jack and Sally
Penfield, Larry and Barbara
Somplack, Jon and Alice
Spengler, Dan and Mila
Tyer, Tom and Cameron
Vance, Eric and Ann

SAMOA stats:  153 Memberships, 248 members, 160 Miatas

NOTE FROM JEANNE: On behalf of the Bear Valley Committee, we 
hope you enjoyed the weekend activities.  If you are planning to attend 

the Birthday Picnic on Sunday October 17th at Carmichael Park, please bring 
your Bear Valley Name Badges and lanyards.
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SAMOA 20th Birthday Celebration
Picnic & Monthly Meeting

Carmichael Park Clubhouse
5750 Grant Avenue

Carmichael, CA 95608

Sunday, October 17th

Noon-2:30 pm

October 1990, a group of Miata enthusiasts first met at Carmichael Park and 
established the Sacramento Area Miata Owners Association (SAMOA)  

Join us for cake and prizes.  We have reserved the Clubhouse for the 
celebration.  Bring your lunch and beverages.   Alcohol is not allowed in the 
park, but we will be allowed to consume wine or beer in the Clubhouse only.  

Continuing our support for our military troops who are deployed to combat 
zones, we will be collecting donations to prepare care packages.  A list of 
allowable items is posted on the SAMOA web page or cash donations will be 
accepted.  
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SAMOA Celebrates 20 Years
By Jeanne George

Sunday, October 17th, you are invited to attend the 20th Birthday celebration of the Sacramento 
Area Miata Owners Association.  This gathering will replace the October monthly meeting.

Festivities will be from noon to 2:30 pm at the Carmichael Park Clubhouse, located at 5750 Grant 
Avenue, Carmichael, CA.  Bring your lunch and beverage.  Alcohol is not allowed in the park, but 
you can consume it in the Clubhouse.  There will be Birthday cake and prizes.  

This event is open to Club members and non-members.  If you have friends that own a Miata 
invite them to join in the celebration.  

We are asking you to bring donations for our Support the Troops packages.  For two years, 
SAMOA has been sending 2 packages a month to military personnel serving in combat zones.  A 
list of acceptable items is posted on the web site:  www.sacramentoareamiata.org    or cash 
donations will be accepted.    

We look forward to seeing you there.       
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Christmas Party Time
Robin “our leader” says Come have fun and celebrate the holidays with all us Samoans

*Bring your check and menu order to the monthly meetings or send by November 29th to:
Elaine Mackey 4337 Kentwood Ln Fair Oaks, Ca 95628 (916) 534-1211

When: December 4th (RSVP by Monday Nov. 29th )
Time: 6:30 pm No Host Cocktails

7:00 pm Dinner
Where: Lions Gate Hotel

3410 Westover Street McClellan Park
For directions please call Lions Gate at (916) 643-6222

Sacramento Area Miata Owners Association Board invites you to join us at 
our        Annual Christmas Party

SAMOA 2010 HOLIDAY DINNER Saturday, December 4th
LIONS GATE HOTEL RESTAURANT 3410 Westover Street McClellan Park 

Please RSVP by Monday Nov. 29th 

Name(s): __________________________________________________________________________ 
email: _______________________________ Phone: (____)___________________________ 

DINNER MENU 
SALAD Mixed Greens, papaya & pineapple, toasted almonds, and raspberry vinaigrette (included)

ENTREE (Select One per Person) Tangerine salmon, Citrus Jus, gingered jasmine rice, macadamia nuts 
______ Grilled tri tip, herbed Chimi Churri, mashed potatoes, mushrooms ______ 

FRESH VEGETABLES (included) 

DESSERT Cranberry Walnut Tart (included) 

BEVERAGE Coffee, Hot or Cold Tea (included) 
Wine and cocktails available for purchase separately.

Total Enclosed: $35.24 per Person (Price includes tax and tip.) $ ________ 
Make your reservation by printing & updating this form with your menu selections and send along with your 
check payable to SAMOA to: 
SAMOA Holiday Dinner: c/o Elaine Mackey 4337 Kentwood Ln Fair Oaks, Ca 95628 (916) 534-1211
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SAMOA History Part 9:
Challenges in 2000
By Jeanne George

This History review is part of SAMOA’s 20th Anniversary. You can find Parts 1-8 in the February 
to September newsletters posted on the web site.  

While working on this project, some rumored information has been explained and other 
interesting things have been uncovered which reveal how the SAMOA Club has struggled over 
the years yet managed to survive.  SAMOA has now been in existence for 9 years.  During this 
time, hundreds of memberships joined and then left; in 2000 only 18 of those memberships 
remain.

It’s 2000!  Everyone survived the dreaded Y2K and SAMOA came through it just fine.  
**As a result of the December approved By-Law changes, the Board of Directors (BoD) received 
a name change and the newly elected Board of Officers will be known as the BOO.   Before the 
change, there were 4 Officers (President, Vice-president, Treasurer, and Secretary) and 3 
Directors (Events, Technical, and Newsletter).  Now all 7 positions are Officers.  Newsletter was 
changed to Media Director and would cover the newsletter and the web site.  Other changes: 
members can vote on all matters after 3 months membership (instead of 6), and can run for 
Office after 6 months (instead of 12).

January 2, 2000:  The 2nd “Hangover Run” was led by Robin and me.  38 people in 24 Miatas 
headed through the dense fog for the first event of the year.  

[Robin sternly gave the first and I think only “group chewing out”.  It occurred at the lunch stop 
after 2/3’s of the group broke the Cardinal Rule:  Never Pass the Leader of the Run!  One over 
enthusiastic non-member decided to exceed the speed limit on a section of Highway 20 and 
passed the front 7 cars and Robin.  Following behind him, 16 Miatas passed by us (many
waving) and missed the route turnoff.  They eventually realized the error of their ways and back 
tracked the directions and arrived 25 minutes later at the restaurant.  
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Several of the wayward group complained to Robin about the unsafe driving speeds that
occurred including a U-turn made by some on a Freeway Overpass.  When the lecture began, 
Robin was furious at the errant group’s behavior and the image which was portrayed by the 
offending Club members.  “When you pass the leader you are no longer part of the event; so 
don’t complain to me about your lack of driving safely!”   Many of the seasoned members 
approached Robin after lunch and apologized for their participation.]

January 2000:  Meeting was at Sudwerk’s.   September 1999 Robin presented an idea to his 
Board:  A Recognition Program to acknowledge the efforts and contributions of deserving 
members.  At January’s meeting, 51 individuals and community business supporters were 
recognized for 1999.  Each received a black coffee mug with the new Club logo displayed in gold.
**New members: Mike and Helen DeLaurentis [Mike served as President in 2001 & 2002 and 5 
years as Vice President during 2006-2010.  Helen is the supporting cast without the glory.]

February 2000:  The membership had a total of 179 Miatas.  Over 200 newsletters were being 
printed and mailed each month to members and other Miata Club Chapters.   
**New members: Adi and Parvin Damania [Over the years, Adi has contributed many 
interesting automobile articles for the newsletters]

**President’s Run:  42 people in 26 Miatas headed for Foresthill by way of the back roads.  After 
lunch, the group divided into the adventurers and the sightseers.  Each group drove the twisty 
roads for 30 minutes until they came to the end of the snowplowed roads.  They stopped for a 
group photo and then an errant snowball whizzed by and snowball throwing began.   
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April 2000:  The BOO was looking for ways to reduce the high cost of producing the monthly 
Miatatudes.  It was suggested to go to an electronic version.  Robin presented the idea to the 
membership and it was immediately voted down.
**New member: Rod Gonzalez was introduced.  [Rod was Events Coordinator in 2003 and 
2004]
**By-Laws changes that went into effect January 2000, created a Finance Committee.  It was to 
include the Treasurer and 2 members.   [As Treasurer, I hosted the meeting and compiled 
income & expense reports from 1990-1999 for the Committee to review and evaluate.  It was 
determined to remove funds from a low interest paying Money Market account to a one-year CD.  
The newsletter printing and mailing costs were exceeding the $2 a month dues income per 
member.  It was determined to obtain another printing company to reduce costs.  A 
recommendation was sent to the President to re-evaluate the 22 comp newsletters list.]

Spring 2000 events:  **Columbia State Park event drew 28 Miatas with 52 people. {This event 
was such a big hit that 4 members wrote newsletter articles.}
**Ron Petrich led 28 Miatas on a caravan to the Jelly Belly Factory for a tour and lunch.
**Jack Parker led a group of 20 Miatas though the Shenandoah Valley wineries and ended with 
lunch in Jackson.  **A view of Mt. Hamilton drew 9 Miatas and 13 people for a picnic.
 **A group of 22 Miatas brought 44 people on a wine tasting adventure and were served a meal 
of chicken and tri-tip in the barrel room.  

Paula and Wes Zicker in the bright yellow jackets enjoying a glass of wine.

**1st Annual Fulton Avenue Car Festival for charity drew 16 SAMOA vehicles. [We were 
parked at the Great Valley Mazda Dealership.  They provided our group with pizza and drinks.  
The Miatas were a hit with the public as most of the other dealerships displayed vintage cars.] 
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May 2000:  2nd Annual SAMOA Miata Autocross School: 46 participants took part in this event.  
**Historical Hide and Seek Rally by Genny (Osborn) Paauwe. This year 10 teams of 2 cars were 
given photo clues.  Each team headed in 10 different directions.  [Genny led us to the 
graveyards of the small foothill towns.  There we wandered in the cemeteries, counting grave 
markers, looking for names, symbols, epitaphs, or family plots.]  
**New member: Bob Paauwe. [Secretary Genny Osborn recently found Bob along the side of 
the road with his head under his Silver Miata hood.  Always on the lookout for potential members, 
Genny stopped to offer help.  Obviously something she said convinced him to join SAMOA.]
**SAMOA member email system went online.  Members could have their personal email address 
linked to a samoa.org mailing list.  

June 2000:  Tech Dude, Aaron Smith announced that he would be vacating his Officer position. 
As a result of his monthly Miatatudes articles, he was offered a writing job with Diamond Star 
Publishing in San Diego which published Miata Magazine and Ragtops and Roadsters.  Aaron 
thanked Robin for letting him installed white faced gages in Robin’s Miata, which he documented 
and submitted with his job resume.    
**Events were dwindling.  Event Officer, Ron Petrich was having a tough time getting some of 
the 270 members to lead an event.  It always came back to the same small group of 10 
individuals.
**SAMOA Swap Meet drew over 80 people looking for a bargain.
**Indian Grinding Rock Run drew 17 Miatas and 29 people.  They enjoyed great back roads, a 
picnic, stories of Indian lore, and hiking.

July 2000:  This meeting had 90 club members in attendance.  In addition, 15 new members and 
guests were introduced.  Among them was Vince Weis and Kathi Bell.  Robin provided 
background on the failing status of MCA (Miata Club of America).  He advised members “make 
up your own mind regarding the situation”.  SAMOA Officers decided to quit enforcing the 
requirement that club members be an MCA member.
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**Crater Lake Trip: 12 SAMOA members ventured to Oregon and joined the Mt. Hood Miata 
Club for a drive to Crater Lake.  A total of 45 Miatas from California, Oregon and Washington 
Clubs made the trip.  [We met with their group in Roseburg, OR.  After their 12 Miatas arrived, I 
was wandering the parking lot introducing myself.  While talking with the President from their 
club, a group of their members told me “We sure hope that SAMOA people know to clean up 
their cars before driving the event tomorrow.”  I laughed and told them “SAMOA people cleaned 
their Miatas before unpacking their bags!”]

Skip Noyes couldn’t resist!  
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August 2000:  Helen and Mike DeLaurentis were interview for the monthly article “In The 
Spotlight”.  They joined SAMOA in January after buying their 2nd Miata, a 1999 Emerald Mica. 
Their first Miata was totaled when they were rear-ended by a rubber-necker in a multi-car 
accident.   “Mike’s first club event was Robin’s President’s Run where Mike arrived at the end of 
the road (Robin had selected) grinning from ear to ear with Miata pleasure (which Robin noted 
with a chuckle).”  [Unknown to Mike, this put him on Robin’s radar as a potential Presidential 
candidate for 2001. In stealth mode, Robin groomed Mike all year long for the position which 
Mike held in 2001 & 2002.]
**Genny (Osborn) Paauwe led a large group of members for a tour of Folsom Dam.  After a 
short video and Q&A we were led on a short walk through one of the maintenance tunnels.
**New members Margaret and Toby Counter were introduced.  [Margaret was SAMOA’s     Co-
secretary in 2003 and Vice-president in 2004 & 2005.  Toby was her strongest and most avid 
supporter until his death, September 1, 2009.]

Summer 2000 events: **Sunday brunch in Volcano **July 4th Breakfast Tahoe City **Lake 
Topaz weekend **BadTazz Run **Apple Hill Rally **Historic Gold Rush Run  **Hot August Nights 
Ice Cream Run

September 2000:  Mike and Marlaina Wilson led their first Miata Run.  It was a drive to 
Alexander Valley west of Napa to a winery for tasting and a picnic.  [Mike often wrote Miatatudes 
articles regarding tires and helped with some Tech information after this year’s Tech Officer took 
a job in San Diego. In 2001, Mike served as Events for 6 months until his job caused time 
conflicts.]
**Apple Hill Rally & Apple Olympics organizers Genny Osborn and Bob Paauwe drew 34 
Miatas for this unique event.  Attendees enjoyed apple bowling, shooting apples with a bow & 
arrow, and balancing apples on their head while racing over a set course against another 
person.. 

Fall 2000 events: **Navigator Run to Bodego Bay **Rio Vista Run **Friday the 13th Lantern 
psychic tour of the Old Sacramento Cemetery **Jack London Call of the Wild **Chili Cook-off 
**Children’s Toy Run led by Jack Parker

**President’s Poker Run with CD music and instructions.  Robin and I made 5 driving trips 
for this event to get the timing accurate.  Each participant was given a CD which contained the 
route driving instructions timed to the speed of travel.  In between instructions, music was played 
that went with the type of road.   Participants enjoyed a variety of techno music they had never 
heard, great roads, trying to get to the end of Marshall Road before the music stopped, cruising 
to Bolero and many other selections.  The group favorite was “I Can’t Drive 55” which went well 
with the Latrobe Road starting point and the Bull Frog music while wandering the curves near 
Georgetown.  Fran Rowell had the misfortune of her CD player being on Random Play and 
missed the experience, but kept up with the other cars. 

October 1, 2000: SAMOA’s 10th Anniversary was celebrated at Loomis Park.  A record 
breaking 141 members attended the event and enjoyed catered BBQ burgers and hotdogs.  
Parking over 80 Miatas posed quite the challenge and once again Robin’s creativeness was at 
work.  All the attendees were given a Commemorative 10th Anniversary can koozie.  Event 
Coordinator Ron Petrich worked with 50 vendors and collected $6,500 worth of raffle donations.  
The generous members purchased $2,252 worth of raffle tickets which went to support The 
Children’s Receiving Home of Sacramento.  With the help of many individuals this was an 
impressive celebration.
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October meeting 2000:  Weather for the October meeting was so bad that 90% of the 56 
attending members brought their “other” vehicle. 
**The Secretary reported there were 176 Miatas in the Club.
**I was part of the Nominating Committee and we were working hard to replace the current five 
termed-out Officers.
** New member: Cat Black joined.  [Cat served as President in 2005]

November 2000:  The Ft. Bragg trip was held Veteran’s Weekend; as a result many more people 
ventured for the trip.  A bitter cold caused many to dig out of snow in order to make the trip and 
each morning the Miatas were covered with ice.

December 2000:  Mike & Marlaina Wilson and another couple organized the Holiday Party at 
California Fats Restaurant in Old Sac.  73 well-dressed members enjoyed the food, caroling, and 
karaoke.  One group barked Jingle Bells (from the recently released dog barking song).

**December’s Annual Business Meeting and election drew 100 members.  The 7 uncontested 
candidates were approved.  Robin thanked the members for allowing him to serve as President 
for the past 2 years.  He indicated his support to Mike DeLaurentis the newly elected President 
and the other Officers.  Robin made arrangements for his outgoing Officers to work with the new 
Officers for a smooth transition.
**In recognition of members’ contributions during 2000, Robin handed out club logo canvas bags 
to 52 members who provided a variety of events, raffle help, and served on various committees.
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The Raffle at Bear Valley
By Ron Petrich

The Beginnings

It all started with a small discussion between Robin and I at the January, 2010 club meeting.  
What if we conducted a raffle, maybe just a small one, at the 20th anniversary weekend at Bear 
Valley.  Do you think that would generate some interest in the event, Robin asked?  How would 
the vendors respond, especially in this economy?  Do you think we could make it work?  Well, in 
retrospect, I guess the answers were yes, overwhelmingly, and yes again.  Thanks to the support 
of the Miata vendor community, local businesses, SAMOA club members and national product 
organizations, our raffle at Bear Valley last weekend was, to put it mildly, somewhat successful.  
To all the companies and individuals that, collectively, donated nearly $13,000 in goods and 
services, a big thank you very much is in order.  You all really came through.  In fact, I was still 
receiving product for the raffle right up until the day I left for Bear Valley.  I must have reissued 
my final list of prizes for the event program at least five or six times.  My Ford Explorer was so full 
that, with the back seats folded flat, I had no use for my rear view mirror.

The other half of the equation that made the raffle successful, of course, is the generosity of our 
club members, friends and other folks who bought the raffle tickets.  When I started selling tickets 
back in March I was hoping to reach two or three thousand dollars in ticket sales.  And when we 
had sold just over two thousand dollars as of Labor Day I felt that we could easily achieve that 
goal.  But I guess my constant harping and the list of all the prizes on our web site finally paid off, 
as soon that amount of ticket sales doubled.  By the time I left for Bear Valley the Thursday 
before the event, we had collected $5,500 in ticket sales.  By Friday night at the lodge we passed 
the $6,000 mark, and Saturday, with every bar and cocktail lounge at Bear Valley doing a brisk 
business, we topped out at about $6850.  The SAMOA BOO then decided to bring the total to the 
next even thousand, so with their generous donation of $150 we reached an even $7,000 
collected for charity.  Each supported charity will receive a check for $1,750, to be presented to 
their representative at the November 11th SAMOA monthly club meeting.

Our Benefactors

Those four charities are as follows…

• The Children’s Receiving Home of Sacramento
• The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America
• The Lupus Foundation of America
• The Society for the Blind

Each of these charitable organizations were chosen because of a special relationship to a 
SAMOA club member or members.  In the case of the Children’s Receiving Home, we of course 
have been supporting that organization for more than 10 years.  Each year Jack Parker 
organizes and leads a Teddy Bear Run, which collects teddy bears and other toys and items for 
the children at the home.  Supporting the CRH in our raffle was really a no-brainer.  David 
Ballard, the Executive Director of the Home, will be present at our November meeting to speak 
about his organization and receive our check.
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The club has supported the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America since 2006.  In June of that 
year SAMOA sponsored an open track day at Thunderhill which also included a raffle conducted 
in the same format as this Bear Valley raffle.  That event was repeated again in 2007 and 2008.  I 
was diagnosed with Crohn’s in early 1993.  The course of my bowel disease, which is still 
incurable, has seen its ups and downs over the last several years, but because of the 
improvements in treatments made possible by CCFA research, those have mostly been ups.  So 
there is no question that we will continue to support CCFA.  Megan Franks, Community 
Development Manager of CCFA in Sacramento, will accept our check at the November meeting.

Like IBD (Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis), many folks are not very familiar with lupus, 
another incurable disease affecting the autoimmune system.  Lupus is a chronic, inflammatory 
autoimmune disorder.  It may affect the skin, joints, kidneys, and other organs.  Almost all people 
with lupus have joint pain and most develop arthritis.  Inflammation of various parts of the heart 
may occur as well.  The Lupus Foundation of America is a leader in raising money for medical 
research into the causes and cures for lupus.  Emily Brooks, wife of member Mark, has lupus, 
and Mark nominated LFA to receive a share of our raffle proceeds.  We have contacted Laura 
Leale, Vice-President of Communications with the Lupus Foundation of America in Washington 
D.C. to ask that a local representative of LFA be present at our November meeting.

Finally, the Society for the Blind, which was founded in Sacramento in 1954, provides 
comprehensive blindness services within the Sacramento region, including the Central Valley 
and Sierra Foothills.  Their mission is to “empower individuals who are blind or have low vision to 
live productively and independently by building confidence through training, tools and 
mentorship”.  Ralph Gingrich, who has been a member of SAMOA since 1993, has benefited 
greatly from the SftB.  Ralph, whose diabetes has resulted in the severe degradation in his sight 
over the last several years, has nominated the Society for our contribution.  That organization will 
be represented in November by Heather Frank, their Executive Director.

Please make a special effort to attend the November 11th club meeting at Celia’s Restaurant and 
support these four special organizations.

Raffle Results

The raffle was divided into 106 distinct prizes.  Some special items were considered stand-alone 
items, while others were combined to make each individual drawing something special.  Thirty-
seven (37) different individuals won raffle prizes, and many were multiple winners.  Of the twelve 
(12) track days awarded in the prize list, at least half went to individuals who actually plan to use 
their award.  And of the twenty-six (26) bottle of fine California wine raffled off, all of it is planned 
to be consumed by the winners.  Go figure!  Among the coveted prizes were three (3) GoPro 
Motorsports Hero HD cameras, worth about $330 each.  They were won by members John 
Shephard, Pam Hunt, and, thankfully, Jennifer Sipe (you had to be there to see the look on her 
face when she won).  Jim and Jackie McClure won a day of whitewater rafting in the Sierra, and 
Steve Gust will be drinking his two bottles of vintage Miata 20th Anniversary private label 
Chardonnay out of his leaded crystal wine decanter and glasses.  Some prizes often go, 
appropriately, to those who need them the most.  Jack Parker won two (2) 30-minute private golf 
lessons at Haggin Oaks.  Mike DeLaurentis won a pair of elevator shoes.  I won free haircuts for 
life.  Robin won karaoke lessons.  And the list, amazingly, goes on…
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Finally we reached the end of the raffle awards, the last three prizes deemed the grand prizes of 
the event.  John and Mary Anne Taylor of Vallejo will be driving to Granite Bay to partake in a 
gourmet 5-course meal for themselves and four of their guests, prepared by the Nicholsons and 
the DeLaurentis in Vi and Frank’s Granite bay home. Doug and Betty Hoffman won a two-night 
stay at the world famous Jabberwock Inn in Monterey, a delightful 7-room bed and breakfast 
walking distance from Cannery Row and the Monterey Aquarium.  Their prize also includes 
tickets to the Aquarium.

The grand prize, donated by Jack and Sally Parker, is a one-week stay at a luxury time share 
resort of the winner’s choice, anywhere in the forty-eight states, Mexico or Canada.  And I must 
say that we were stunned by the result.  Ray Olmstead, SAMOA’s very first president and now 
residing in Dallas, Oregon, bought the last 5 tickets sold for the raffle.  On these, he wrote “pay to 
the 20th picnic” on the stubs.  So when his ticket was drawn, we were momentarily perplexed.  
But we will honor Ray’s request.  Next month, on Sunday, October 17th, we will officially celebrate 
the founding of our club with a recreation of that very first meeting in Carmichael Park.  Each 
membership in attendance will be given one chance to win this fabulous prize.  All you must do to 
qualify for this drawing is show up AND bring something to send to our servicemen and 
servicewomen overseas.

Thanks once again to everyone who participated in our raffle, prize donors, ticket buyers, and 
other SAMOA members who supported our efforts just by being a part of this great car club.  See 
you on the 17th for round 2…

Ron Petrich
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Friday Run Up To Bear
By Jack Parker

It all began with a nice drive to the start up point at the Costco parking lot in Rancho Cordova.  I 
figured that getting there an hour early was always a safe bet and I could get a Costco Dog and 
soda for lunch.  Cannot pass that up.  So the hotdog was purchased and while walking back to 
the car over near MacDonalds, up drives that first car.  Forty-five minutes early.  Must be an 
enthusiastic participant because forty-five minutes early is uncharacteristically early.  So the dog 
was downed and the soda saved and I began handing out directions and greeting the would- be 
participants.  All in all, twenty-one cars showed up for the adventure through the valley, foothills 
and then on to Bear.  Three of those were from Oregon.  After an exchange of stories between 
myself and the Oregonianites about the differences of gas stations, scenery and population 
concentrations between Cali and Oregon the drivers meeting was held and all the usual don’t 
tailgate, drive within your capabilities and the reassurance to all that the event will not be run at 
breakneck speeds stuff was covered.  We then took off and proceeded to spread out prompting 
an impromptu regroup.

We drove out Whiterock to Scott Road.  Down Scott to Jackson Road.  A quick side trip to Ione, 
Buena Vista, Campo Seco, (look those two up on a map sometime) and on to Valley Springs.  As 
you can plainly see we covered pretty much previously uncharted roads as we finally ended up at 
the Taco Bell/Burger King shopping center in Valley Springs.  After a brief discussion of whether 
we were too fast or too slow amongst the various participants, we decided that the pace was just 
right.   We then began our drive up the hill to Bear.  We diverted into Murphys and saw quite a 
few classic cars, Ferraris, Lambos, antiques, Cobras and Vettes in town, as the Ironstone 
Concours Weekend was just about getting under way. The town was packed and the restaurants 
looked as though they might be full.  I advised everyone with radios that it would be a great place 
to stop on the way home on Sunday.

After a quick car count at a regroup area we resumed our trip up the hill.  We stopped in Arnold 
for a quick fill up and I let all go before me so I could go last to make sure everyone made it up 
the hill.  We made Bear by 4:45, which was fifteen minutes early and got everyone checked in.  
Thanks to all who participated in the run and hope all had a good time during the weekend.
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Saturday’s Amazing Drive
By Mike and Marlaina Wilson

  
       It’s reassuring to know that there are some things that even the government can’t ruin. 
Kaleefornya’s rugged natural beauty and the wonderful back roads that snake through the 
mountains, hills, trees and rivers give us all pause and allow trekkers such as our club the unique 
ability to experience.

A perfectly clear, sun filled sky greeted 38 of Mazda’s greatest invention. Nearly every 
color and year of the Miata or MX-5, depending on your year, was represented. 

Our intrepid leader, Mike DeLaurentis, along with his co-pilot Helen, led us out of the Bear 
Valley Lodge parking lot around 9:00 A.M.  After a short drive to the nearby ski area, we all 
gathered in the parking lot for a group picture. As we rolled out on our way, we were stopped 
individually for pictures taken by Jeanne George, along with her co-pilot, Robin, who together, 
unfortunately, did not have their Miata there to join us on the run. 

Finally, on our way we did what our cars were designed to do. The twisties, switchbacks, 
hills, dales and mottled sunlight coming through the trees made you believe that you could 
almost let go of the steering wheel and the car would instinctively take over.

After a glorious ride over mostly newly paved roads (I think they did that just for us) our 
first stop found us in Harleyville, err, Markleeville. This town must be a magnet for motorcyclists 
as they buzzed all around us as we took time out for either a snack, a cup of coffee, bladder relief 
or just a quick look around this quaint town.  Even though it looked like a scene from the movie, 
“The Wild Bunch,” those on two wheels were very friendly and receptive about our cars and our 
club.

As the day was heating up, we all climbed back in our barchettas for another spirited run 
through the hills and crossing into our crazy neighbor to the east, Nevada. It was starting to get 
quite warm, to downright hot, and it seemed that some of us, mostly those with first gen cars, 
were finding our temperature gauges going north to the dreaded “H”. Downhills spared us from 
boiling over, at least for now.

Passing many cars giving us honks or big thumbs up, we worked our way over to the great 
towns of Minden, and then to Gardnerville for an extended respite including lunch in the park, 
and for most, a fill up with gas priced in the sane range. Just a side note, a few years ago, on a 
SAMOA run to Lake Topaz, we decided to drive to Gardnerville for a change of scenery. We 
stopped in the first casino we came to for some liquid refreshment and happened upon Karaoke 
night. It was obvious to us that this was taken quite seriously by some locals as they were 
prepared to give it their all. It was a great time that we couldn’t help but reflect on when we 
passed that same casino.

After we were finished with lunch, I think that a nap was on a lot of people’s minds, but we 
still had a bit of driving to do, including the climb up and over Highway 89, which at times seemed 
to shoot straight up to the sky.
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            Driving down Highway 395 we passed the scene of many fun SAMOA runs, the Lake 
Topaz Casino and Lodge.  If this run ever comes up again, we highly recommend it. At the Hwy. 
89 turnoff, we split into 2 groups. Bob Bacon led the first group; those were the folks that wanted 
to go at a more spirited pace. Mike D. led the second, tourist, class. That was the group we were 
in. Good thing too as again, with the climb in altitude, our temp. needle looked as if it were 
straining to go past its right side limit. We were sweating it, literally. We did see a car that was 
pulled over, but at this time we don’t know who it was. They would probably prefer it that way.

After reaching the summit, we headed back through some intense twisties on our way 
back to the lodge.

After an incredible drive with the greatest car in the world, along with the wonderful drivers 
and passengers of said cars, we couldn’t wait to get back to the lodge to refresh with a cold drink, 
a cold shower, a quick nap or maybe all three.

This drive was just the epitome of a great weekend, and if we didn’t say it enough while 
we were there, everyone who had a hand in planning the weekend did an absolutely fantastic 
job. Everybody who attended was so friendly and we thoroughly enjoyed every second.

Let’s do it again soon.

Peace and Love,
Mike and Marlaina Wilson
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Rays’ Ramblings!
By Ray Olmstead

The Mazda Executives and Miata Design Team stayed true to their task and delivered affordable, 
pure driving fun to the showrooms.  Good, fun-loving people, who bought those first Miatas, 
formed the Sacramento Area Miata Owners Association (SAMOA). 

On my first trip down to the Sacramento Valley after buying my Miata, I first experienced the 
“Miata Sensation” that was to come.  My son, Mark, and I stopped at a signal light on Greenback 
Lane near Sunrise Mall.  The next thing I knew, we were surrounded by people wanting to know 
what kind of car we were driving.

Here we are 20 years later and those 
same pure ideals hold true.  Car Clubs 
made up of good, fun-loving people 
driving great cars is still a formula for 
success.  I encourage you to actively 
participate in SAMOA to put “your mark” 
on the club and to ensure its’ continued 
success into the future.
Thanks for allowing Sue and I to 
participate in your 20th Anniversary 
Event.  Great Job!!!   

Saturday Night’s Dinner
By Jennifer Sipe   
               
After a wonderful run thru twisty mountain roads and a short program by our President it was 
time for dinner. Everyone took their seats and Jeanne and Jennifer released the hungry quests 
one table at a time. The buffet line ran like a finely tuned Miata, quick and smooth.  The food was 
delicious with prime rib, veggie lasagna chicken marsala, mixed vegetables, and several other 
dishes. Afterwards apple crisp was available for dessert, don’t forget the whipped cream. From 
all the positive comments the dinner was declared a huge success. The chef Rob and his able 
bodied staff are to be commended on doing a great job. After dinner everyone retired to the 
cathedral lounge for a true story and the big raffle drawing.
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Weekend Reflections
by Ellen Frosch, 2000 Mahogany Mica

It is Sunday afternoon and the Bear Valley 
Weekend has regrettably ended. What a beautiful 
state we live in and what marvelous people the 
Miataphiles are. The Funkhana awards are done 
and I am having to hit the road in order to make a 
3:00pm commitment in Folsom. So I quickly say my 
good byes; Margie Jurach and I are tag teaming in 
our Miatas for the trip back to Sacramento. Included 
with us are new friends that we have made this 
weekend, Steve and Susan Skeines. They are a 
wonderful couple who have an Silver NC Miata (forgive me, I forgot the model year). Steve and 
Susan live in Lincoln and have recently joined SAMOA. If you haven't had the pleasure of making 
their acquaintance please search for them at upcoming SAMOA get togethers. 

So off we go, our happy little trio of Miatas. The weather is very warm. Sun on my skin, wind in 
my hair, and the winding road in front of me. This is great, the quiet solitude of a scenic drive. A 
near perfect weekend. Got to meet all the folks who came down from Oregon, as well as visit 
with friends from the other clubs. Had a good visit with one of my BFFs, Denise Correia, who I 
don't get to see as often as I would like. And she had her father, Gene Correia with her so I got to 
have a hug every day from my favorite Portuguese man. A conversa a mim no português e no 
mim girará para o putty. Eu apenas amo os portuguêses!*

Jack Parker's drive up to Bear Valley lodge on Friday was great. That man really knows how to 
find the road less traveled and we are all the beneficiaries of his valuable knowledge. At the 
lodge, Jim and Jackie McClure just happened to be down the hall from my room. Hmmm, how 
'bout a small prank, perhaps toilet paper Jim and Jackie's door so they can't get out? OK...I can 
just wait until they go to sleep for the night. Well guess what? They didn't go to sleep, but invited 
Margaret Counter and I over to share a bottle of wine after everyone else has called it a night. It 
was almost one hour later before I got the chance to toilet paper their door, on the sly. But I can 
hear them talking and they sound like they are just on the other side. Rats, don't they ever sleep? 
I managed to get about six long strips of toilet paper criss-crossed over the door frame, avoiding 
the peep hole. I've done better, but I couldn't risk doing more because the floors creaked and I 
was afraid they would hear me or see me. It gave them a good laugh the next morning, and that's 
all that matters.

Loved Saturday's drive. These road were made for our cars and we were enjoying it; every curve, 
switchback, and huggable inch of road. No wonder this is designated one of America's Scenic 
Byways.          http://www.byways.org/explore/byways/2305/index.html

Hats off to the Bear Valley Committee for a job well done. The weekend was just spectacular and 
we appreciate all the hard work that went into the event. Great venue, spectacular roads, fun 
games, and awesome raffle prizes. You'll all be here for our 40th Anniversary, yes?

*Talk to me in Portuguese and I turn to putty. I just love the Portuguese!
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FunkHana
By Terri Bacon

Twenty eight good sports threw caution and dignity to the wind to participate in the Bear Valley 
FunkHana. Spectators perched on the hilltop above the parking lot while the participants put their 
cars and themselves to the test.

Track official, Robin George, administered random drug testing before the games. All participants 
either passed or failed. All were deemed eligible to participate. 

As Track Master Mike DeLaurentis released the cars to their events the teams faced the 
challenge, hearts pounding with fear and anticipation. Each car team of driver and PSM 
(passenger support member) dreamed of capturing the prize, but in the end only one could walk 
away with the prize for each event.

Competition was intense. At one point Jackie McClure was seen giving hand signals to Jim, who 
had a grocery bag on his head. Margie Jurach’s grip on a rope tether was so strong that she 
almost pulled judge and center-post Pam Hunt along with her to the next event. And Clay Cowan 
tried to beat the clock by attempting to eat a packet of soda crackers without removing the 
wrapper.

The second and third place winners took home the admiration of all who attended. The first place 
winners received bragging rights and official plaques. Winners, in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place order 
were:

Picnic in the Park.
Matt & Jill Thurston
Karen & Chris Mc Carty
JR and Susie Hahn

Beach Ball
Clay & Barbara Cowan
Barry & Sally Finley
Ron Petrich & Ray Chermak

Place & Pick Up Balls
Matt & Jill Thurston
Wayne & Michelle Thomas
Barry & Sally Finley

Radiator
Margie Jurach & Ellen Frosch
JR & Susie Hahn
Vince Weiss & Kathy Bell




