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        SACRAMENTO AREA MIATA OWNERS ASSOCIATION        August 2010 
 

Robin’s Nest  
By Robin George 
 

Hello everyone!  We (the BOARD) and the members have been 
busy this month.  Right off the bat we have been searching for a 
new meeting area for our monthly meetings.  We will still be 
meeting at Tex Wasabi’s this month, but continue looking for a 
more suitable place for our gatherings.  It isn’t easy because of 
our success, but out there is a place just made for us that will fit 

our needs.  Please let me or Board members know of any places you think will fit.  Think of the 
other too not just yourself when finding this place.  Thanks. 
 
We had a fantastic Show and Shine at the Elk Grove Mazda Dealership.  24 Miata’s on a nice 
warm day.  The cars were all nice and shiny and our host treated us like royalty.  John Driebe, 
owner, and his staff have given us their support throughout the year.  His offer of $100 first prize 
and $50 second prize was very generous for this event.  They even fed us.  It would be nice to 
be able to show them support whenever you can.  (see attached 
article) 
 
By the time you read this we attended our 3rd Show and Shine at the 
California State Fair.  This always gives us an opportunity to show our 
club and our cars off to a more general public than a car crowd.  I have 
found it’s an educational experience for the public.  It’s amazing what 
some call our cars: Toyotas, Hondas, Vipers and the infamous, “are 
these electric?”     Good exposure always helps.   
 

 We have out Topaz Redeux for those not faint of heart 
on Aug 6th.  I love that stretch of road.  A good 
oppertunity to test your driving skills and put a grin on your face and then buy new 
pants. It’s a barf run for passengers…  Warning Warning!!!!    

      
I quote a famous satirists, Monty Python, “and now for something completely different”.  Join 
Ellen Frosch for a peak at the stars.  She is planning a short run to an undisclosed place for 
unobstructed look at the Perseid Meteor shower after the General Meeting on August 12th.  Join 
her, it will be fun and it will have cooled off for nice tops down evening run.  Love it!!!     
I look forward to seeing everyone at the General Meeting on the 12th and on many of the runs 
coming up.  We have lots to do.  And our 20th Anniversary is coming together just like we 
planned.  This is a great time to be a Miata owner.  Membership is increasing.  We must be 
doing something good and I thank you. 
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One more thing.  Use the TIRE RACK ad on the bottom of the Club’s front web page.  Several 
members including myself have purchased items from Tire rack and in turn they have kicked 
back hundreds of dollars back to the club.  There is no added cost for the buyer but they reward 
us for putting their ad on our web page.  In turn they get business and we get some extra money 
to benefit the club.  
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Treasure Trove News          
By Jeanne George 
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Edward Arakelyan 
Tom Lochrie and Robin Fischer  
Kathleen Mitchell 
Jeff and Dawn Nichols 
Martha Reynolds 
Jerry Street 
Maureen and Randolph Morris 
Micah Rousey 
Scotty and Sue Spence 
Ron Hiltscher 
Jack and Denise Budmark 
Ed Igoe 
�
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Best, Dennis and Rosemary 
Castillo, John and Kathleen 
Hunt, Randy and Pam 
Kapaun, Mary Jo 
Lomascola, Sandi and Frank 
Patterson, Ben and Ronnie 
Russell, Rich and Denise 
Shepherd, John Sr. and Debra 
Stewart, James 
Taylor, John and Mary Ann 
Weis, Vince and Kathi Bell 
Wright, Mac and Jean 
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�������after April 23 
Petrich, Ron and Mary Pat Pauly 

McClure, Jim and Jackie 

Lavoie, Mario and Cece Myers 

Cavanaugh, Tom and Nancy 
Senger-Gibbons, Astrid & Bob Peake 

Sipe, Mike and Jenn 

Rowell, Fran 

Dugan, Cathy and Michael 
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153 Memberships, 251 members, 159 Miatas 
 

The SAMOA Club is expanding at a rapid rate.  In March we added 9 new memberships, April 
added 10, and now July has resulted in 12 new memberships.  Year to date, we have received 
49 applications which has brought us 73 new members.    
 
I hope most of our 251 members will take advantage of the 2 major events planned to celebrate 
this year’s SAMOA 20th Anniversary.  It’s not too late to register for the Running Around Bear 
event, September 24-26.  In addition, there will be a picnic at Carmichael Park, Sunday October 
17th from noon-3 pm.  You can find more details about these events on the Club website.  
 

 
 
SAMOA family expands 
By Jeanne George 
 
Sarah and Keith Tate are new SAMOA members.  They joined in April and attended their first 
meeting May 13th.  Sarah’s obvious pregnant condition concerned our fearless leaders, 
President Robin and Vice-President Mike.  They put their heads together to devise a 
contingency plan:  one would boil water and the other would find rubber gloves.  In their infinite 
wisdom, instead they decided that one of them would call 911 should the need arise.  Sarah 
wisely decided not to trust these two and did not have the baby that night.   
 
Just 13 days later, on May 26th, Austin Jack Tate was born.  Sarah and Austin are both doing 
well.   Proud Daddy, Keith says “As you can see, he's a happy little guy and Sarah and I couldn't 
be happier.”  Keith took a break and joined other Club members at the Elk Grove Car Show on 
July 11, and shared this photo with me.    
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20th Birthday Party Update 
By Mike DeLaurentis 
 

Fellow SAMOANs, 
 
This past 30 days saw all of the planning committee members very involved and continuing to 
work all of the details of our September 24-26 event.  Their enthusiasm is infectious and, quite 
honestly, no one should be having this much fun just organizing an event.  The highlights are: 
 

• FunkHana.  This is the Sunday morning event that involves activities in, out and around 
cars.  There are some driving events and some automotive events.  They are designed 
so that everyone can participate and have fun.  Awards, of course, will be handed out at 
the end of the event and you’ll have plenty of time to check out of the hotel. 

• Sold out.  The Lodge is sold out other than a few rooms that are available on Friday 
night.  Ron Petrich emailed everyone with alternate room information so even if you did 
not reserve a room at the Lodge there are plenty of other nice facilities. – some as near 
as a short walk away. 

• Saturday route.  We pre-ran the Saturday route and you’ll enjoy it.  The roads are made 
for Miatas and the scenery will include plenty of blue skies, Fall colors, streams, lakes, 
and panoramic views. 

• The Lodge.  We met with the Lodge management, reviewed all of the details, fine tuned 
the plans and they are ready for us. 

• Raffle.  Ron continues to bring in more raffle prizes BUT NOW WE NEED TO SELL 
TICKETS!  All proceeds go to charities.  Open up those wallets folks.  We’re trying to do 
something good here. 

 
Notify me if you have any questions. 
 
Mike DeLaurentis 
916.791.9418 
Luv2sail@surewest.net 
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Progressive Run  
By Mike DeLaurentis 
 

 

August 21, 2010 – 6:30 PM 
 
This is a little different event where each of you who sign up are going to lead a small group of 
cars and eventually meet up with other groups from other areas and have some cold ice cream 
on a warm Summer night.  The way it is going to work is you first need to RSVP (for you Dodger 
fans that means tell me you’re attending) no later than August 14 telling me where you want the 
group to meet you.  I’ll need an address and if you pick something like a business parking lot that 
will be easier to find.  When the group arrives you’ll be handed the directions to the next pick-up 
spot and you’ll lead.  When the group arrives at that next pick-up spot the new car will lead and 
so on and so forth.  Other groups in other parts of the area will be doing the same thing and we’ll 
all wind up at a TBD ice cream parlor. 
 
It all starts with you emailing me NLT August 14 at luv2sail@surewest.net and telling me you’re 
attending and where you want to be met.  We’ll do the mapping and directions. 
 
Mike DeLaurentis 
916.791.9418 
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Funkana 
By Jack Parker 
 
 
Your committee members have been working diligently on a funkana for the Twentieth Birthday 
Weekend on September 24-26...This event will be held on the Sunday of the weekend in the 
morning before checkout...Not everyone is familiar with this kind of event so to get everyone with 
up to speed on the kind of event it is here is a video... 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dcXdmOY1YCw 
 
The teeter-totter will not be used but the other events are typical of what a funkana is all 
about...We are not divulging the nature of separate acitvity in the event as the descriptions are in 
a hermetically sealed mayonnaise jar buried in Mike's backyard...The committee would like to 
gauge interest in this event...If after viewing the video and you would like to enter please reply to 
this email with a simple yes...Please do this in the next couple of days...The more the merrier and 
the more fun it will be for spectators and participants...if you have any questions please email me 
and I will attempt an accurate answer or just lie through my teeth to make it sound like I am 
smart... 
 
Thanks and waiting for your replies 
 
Jack Parker 
SAMOA Events Guy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS...I am organizing a fun tour of the foothills on Friday, the first day of the event, to start at the 
corner of Whiterock and Sunrise in Rancho Cordova...we will leave at 2:00 with a planned arrival 
at 5:00 plus or minus at Bear Valley...we will drive through gold rush towns and make our way as 
a group to the weekend's activities...if you have an interest in this run please email me your 
interest in that as well... 
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SAMOA Bear Valley Benefit Raffle 
by Ron Petrich 
 
As or upcoming weekend bash in Bear Valley continues to creep up on us, so do the depth and 
breadth of the raffle prizes that we have collected, through your [and others]  generosity.  The 
prizes are too numerous to mention here (see 
www.sacramentoareamiata.org/bearvalleyraffle.html for a complete list of prizes).  Our efforts 
during the next three months will rather be focused on selling raffle tickets.  When Robin 
approached me in January and asked if I would organize the raffle, he reminded me of how 
successful were the Got Guts at Thunderhill contests in raising money for charity.  So our focus 
from the outset was to make a substantial charitable contribution while providing our SAMOA 
members and friends an enjoyable [and perhaps profitable] experience.  With that in mind, 
please be generous in your raffle participation. 
 
Tickets can be purchased at each of the next three monthly meetings, at the event itself, or by 
mail [see the link above for tickets-by-mail details].  Tickets are $5.00 each and 5 for $20.00 and 
in multiples thereof.  Winners do not need to be present, and all winnings of those not at Bear 
Valley will be mailed or delivered at club expense.  Remember that 100% [not most, but all] of the 
money collected will be donated to the following four charities… 
 
�� The Children’s Receiving Home of Sacramento 

The Children's Receiving Home of Sacramento is the safety net for the area's abused and 
neglected children between the ages of 1 and 17. As the only emergency shelter of its 
kind in Sacramento County, in effect; we act as the "front door" of the child protective 
system. With a daily capacity of 98, we serve between 1,200 and 1,800 children each 
year. As the crucial first link in the County's early intervention system, we provide proven 
strategies that stabilize, normalize, and produce improved long term outcomes for 
children. These children have been abused, neglected, abandoned, or have families who 
are otherwise unable to care for them. While their family situation is being stabilized or 
alternative care with relatives or others is secured, the children are provided with an array 
of much needed services and most importantly they are given hope. 

 
�� The Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America 

The Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of America is a non-profit, volunteer-driven 
organization dedicated to finding the cure for Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis. It was 
founded in 1967 by Irwin M. and Suzanne Rosenthal, William D. and Shelby Modell, and 
Henry D. Janowitz, M.D. Four decades ago, the Crohn's & Colitis Foundation created the 
field of Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis research. Today, the Foundation funds 
cutting-edge studies at major medical institutions, nurtures investigators at the early 
stages of their careers, and finances underdeveloped areas of research.  
 

�� The Lupus Foundation of America 

The Lupus Foundation of America, Inc. (LFA) is the foremost national nonprofit voluntary 
health organization dedicated to finding the causes of and cure for lupus and providing 
support, services and hope to all people affected by lupus. The LFA energetically pursues 
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its mission through five program objectives: 1) Provides direct financial support to 
researchers through LFA's own national research program, Bringing Down the Barriers. 
2) Advocates for increased public and private sector support for research on lupus. 3) 
Translates research findings into medically sound information and programs for people 
with lupus, their families, physicians, and other health professionals. 4) Heightens public 
awareness of the impact of lupus. 5) Supports individuals with lupus, their families and 
caregivers. 

 
 

�� Society for the Blind 
Founded in 1954, Society for the Blind provides comprehensive blindness services within 
the Sacramento region, including the Central Valley and Sierra Foothills. Society for the 
Blind was born in 1953 when a group of adult blind from Sacramento County formed an 
association to open a center where blind and visually impaired people could meet and 
interact with one another. On October 14, 1954 the Sacramento Valley Center for the 
Blind was incorporated. Our mission is to empower individuals who are blind or have low 
vision to live productively and independently by building confidence through training, tools 
and mentorship. 
 

So when you go to sleep tonight, and every night for the next ninety days or so, just listen for the 
faint but persistent subliminal message droning in your ear… buy raffle tickets… buy raffle 
tickets… buy… 
 
The prizes keep getting better and better! 
 
 
 Tickets for the benefit raffle taking place at the Bear Valley weekend event in September will be on sale 
at our meeting this week (August) and at all future meetings. They are also on sale by mail if you prefer to 
go that route. Cash or check is acceptable tender. For mail order, just go to 
www.sacramentoareamiata.org/bearvalleyraffle.html for complete details. Tickets are $5 each and 5@$20 
and in multiples thereof. Winners need not be present to participate. 
 
 
While you are at the weblink above, check out all of the great prizes we have already collected. The 
estimated value of the prizes already in-house exceeds $10,000. And we are 4 months out...we will 
have a raffle of unprecedented proportion, so be sure to participate. 
 
 
And don't forget that this raffle is for a great cause...four great causes actually. 100% of the proceeds will 
be donated equally to The Children's Receiving Home, the Crohn's & Colitis Foundation, the Lupus 
Foundation, and the Society for the Blind. Please be generous with your ticket purchases. 
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Other Bear Valley Accommodations 
By Mike DeLaurentis 
 
 
Dear SAMOA Members, 
  
As you are no doubt aware, our 20th Anniversary celebration weekend at Bear Valley is shaping 
up to be a fantastic 3-day event.  We are hoping that as many SAMOAN’s as possible find the 
time and desire to attend.  We also are aware that the main venue, the Bear Valley Lodge, is 
limited to just 53 rooms and has been sold out for a few weeks now.  However, there are other 
choices available, and I want to bring these to your attention.  In fact, you may find that these 
alternatives are more attractive and [can be] less expensive than the Lodge itself.  Many condo 
units have multiple bedrooms, can accommodate 4-6 people, and are within 100 yards of the 
Lodge.  Or, if a short drive each day doesn’t bother you, other rooms are available at from 3 - 36 
miles away.  So… even if you were not able to reserve a Lodge room, please still consider 
attending.  We certainly want all club members who want to be a part of Running Around Bear to 
have the opportunity to do so. 
  
Please keep in mind that SAMOA has not contacted these alternate providers, and we are 
providing the contacts below only as a courtesy to our membership.  We sincerely hope that 
some more of you do decide to attend our big bash.   
  
Mike DeLaurentis 
20th Birthday Party Guru 
 
 
  

Other Accommodations in Bear 
Valley (walking distance from 
Bear Valley Lodge) 

Bear Valley Vacation Rentals 
PO Box 5250 
Bear Valley, CA 95223 
(877) 897-8828 
www.bearvalleyvacationrentals.com 
  
More than 52 condominium units 
sleeping from 2-8 are available 
within walking distance of the Bear 
Valley Lodge.  They range in price 
from $85 - $225 per night (plus 
tax), depending upon size. 
  

Hotels & Inns in Arnold, CA 
(25 miles from Bear Valley 
Lodge) 

Black Bear Inn 
1343 Oak Circle 
Arnold, CA 95223 
(209) 795-8999 
www.arnoldblackbearinn.com 
5 rooms - $265 
  
Dorrington Inn 
3450 Highway 4 
Arnold, CA 95223 
(209) 795-2164 
http://dorringtoninn.com 
9 rooms - $69 - $149 
  

Hotels & Inns in 
Murphys, CA (36 miles 
from Bear Valley Lodge) 
  
Murphys Hotel 
457 Main Street 
Murphys, CA 95247 
(209) 728-3444 
www.murphyshotel.com 
29 rooms - $109 - $129 
  
Murphys Inn Motel 
76 Main Street 
Murphys, CA 95247 
(209) 728-1818 
www.murphysinnmotel.com 
37 rooms - $129 - $180 
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Other Accommodations near 
Bear Valley (2.8 miles from Bear 
Valley Lodge) 

Lake Alpine Resort 
4000 Highway 4 
Bear Valley, CA 95223 
(209) 753-6350 
www.lakealpineresort.com 
  
Sequoia Cabin (2br) - $220 
Red Fir Cabin (2br) - $215 
Tamarack Cabin (1br) - $180 
Doug Fir Cabin (1br) - $180 
Cedar Cabin (1br) - $180 
White Pine Cabin (1br) - $150 
Jeffrey Cabin (1br) - $150 
Quaking Cabin (1br) - $150 
  
All cabins include heat, bath, 
shower or shower/tub combination 
and kitchenette.  No telephone or 
cable TV. 
  

Timberline Lodge 
890 Highway 4 
Arnold, CA 95223 
(209) 795-1053 
www.timberlinelodge.info 
21 rooms - $89 - $109 
  
Yellow Dog Inn 
1390 Pine Drive 
Arnold, CA 95223 
(209) 4707133 
www.yellowdoginn.com 
4 rooms - $79 - $149 
  

Murphys Suites 
134 Highway 4 
Murphys, CA 95247 
(209) 728-2121 
www.murphyssuites.com 
70 rooms - $159 - $219 
  
The Victorian Inn 
402 Main Street 
Murphys, CA 95247 
(209) 728-8933 
www.victoriainn-
murphys.com 
15 rooms - $125 - $310 
  

  
  
 

 
  
  
 �
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SAMOA History Part 7: 
Maneuvering SAMOA’s curves 
By Jeanne George 

 

For our newer members, this review is part of SAMOA’s 20th Anniversary year. You can find 
Parts 1 through 6 in the February-July newsletters posted on the web page.   
 
Spring 2009, the current Board of Officers (BOO) began working on celebration preparations for 
2010.  We are finalizing the details for events planned for the upcoming months.  Our major out 
of town event will be Running Around Bear on September 24-26, at Bear Valley, CA.  A local 
event is planned for October 17th at Carmichael Park, where 13 Miata enthusiasts first met 
October 13, 1990. 
 
Of the several hundred memberships that joined SAMOA between 1990 through 1996, only 7 
remain in 2010:  Skip Noyes 1990, Dennis Swaney 1990, Dot & Richard McCamey 1992, JoAnne 
& Ralph Gingrich 1993, David DeNuzzo 1993, Fran Rowell 1996, and Carol & Joe Rainbolt 1996. 
 
I begin with 1997, now I’m going to pick up the pace as I continue reviewing the Club’s past 
newsletters.  The photos in this article were taken by Robin or me. 
 
January 1997:  Meetings were still held at the Round Table Pizza in Orangevale.  Following a 
very close vote, David DeNuzzo was elected President for a 2nd term.  Newly elected Events 
Officer, Ralph Gingrich, was hospitalized for 2 weeks following foot surgery.  He was looking for 
people to plan and lead events.  It appears that there no longer was a committee of people 
arranging events.   
 **Two new committees were formed: an Audit Committee to review the 1996 books and a 
Budget Committee to prepare a 1997 Budget. 
**They were looking for a volunteer to maintain a SAMOA web page.  One had been established 
previously but the member who designed it died and the page had been dormant since his 
passing. 
 
March 1997:  Secretary meeting notes “Robin and Jeanne George were introduced at the 
beginning of the meeting as non-members…by the time festivities were over they had joined 
up...and they haven’t found the Miata they want yet!”  [We wanted to find a Miata by May for 
Robin’s 50th Birthday.  However, we were debating whether to get an automatic so that I could 
drive it since my new artificial knee couldn’t take the clutch activity.  At the meeting Robin 
explained our dilemma and the members took a vote, with only 2 suggesting an automatic.  They 
told him he would regret the decision if he didn’t go along with the group vote.  The next day after 
work Robin purchased a 1996 Montego Blue with only 132 miles on it, closed the deal and drove 
home in his new treasure.] 
 
Event attendance was down to 3-6 Miatas.  It was very discouraging for the event planners but 
those that attended had a great time and it wasn’t difficult to keep them together.  Finally, offered 
a wine tasting trip and 16 Miatas came out of the garages and their owners were ready to go. 
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April 1997:  The 1996 Finance Review Committee reported “no blatant discrepancies in the 
records.  As a result of their findings, 27 recommendations were made for procedural changes.” 
{In May the BoD approved the new Fiscal Policy Guidelines} The Budget Committee submitted a 
1997 Proposed Budget: figures were based upon 100 members and would result in a $730 
shortfall.  To cut costs and save on postage, they began distributing the newsletter at the monthly 
meetings.  With 60-70 folks crowded into the pizza room this gave them something to read while 
waiting for their pizza order. 
 
**Good weather brought out 31 people in 16 Miatas for a 1950’s Run.  Some of the women wore 
poodle skirts, neck scarves and pony tails while the men wore leather jackets, white T-shirts and 
greased hair.  The group stopped in Sutter Creek for a stroll down Main Street and caught the 
attention of the locals.  Then it was off to a 50’s Diner for lunch and “shared sodas and shakes”. 
 

 
                                                  Meeting place for Sutter Creek Run  
 
May 1997:  Bob Gallego, Service Manager at Senator Mazda dealership hosted a Tech Night 
and BBQ for SAMOA members.  31 Miatas with their owners arrived for the event.  More than a 
dozen cars were on racks or the floor for display.  People could walk around and underneath the 
Miatas. Several demonstrations took place followed by a question and answer period.  [In 2010, 
Bob Gallego is now Director of Operations for Nissan, Infinity, and Mazda at The ForAnyAuto 
Group in Elk Grove.  John Driebe, owner of the dealership hosted a SAMOA Miata Show & Shine 
on Sunday, July 11th and provided food, drinks, and prizes to the group of members who 
displayed 24 Miatas.] 
 
May 1997 meeting:  In order to alleviate the Club’s continuing financial strain, members 
approved an amendment to the by-laws so that dues collected from new memberships would last 
12 months from the month they were paid.  {Since 1990, all new memberships were pro-rated to 
January and dues for continuing members were due January 1st} 
**Club members totaled 140. 
 
Spring/Summer 1997: Event coordinator, Ralph Gingrich hustled members and they stepped 
up and lead many varied events.  **Folsom Prison & Pub Run  **Railtown Park in Jackson 
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(highlight of the 3-mile train ride was to see the water tower from the TV show “Petticoat 
Junction”) **In-N-Out Burger Run to Auburn drew 16 Miatas in the drive-through lane 
[Robin and I were a part of this event, which caught many locals by surprise]  **Sierra Vista 
Winery **Hiking in Calaveras Big Trees Park **Delta Golf/Kite Flying & Brunch **July4th 
Breakfast in Tahoe City **Lake Topaz **Virginia City Overnighter **Ladies Play Hooky during the 
week **Spirited Day Trip ** Miatas at the Drive-in **Rick’s Desert Diner [this was JoAnne and 
Ralph Gingrich’s favorite Run] 
 
July 1997:  OUCH!  Members reported freaky occurrences to their Miatas. (1) David DeNuzzo 
was side swiped while stopped.  (2) Another member encountered a bouncing trailer hitch ball 
through their grill.  (3) While driving on the freeway, a semi-truck ran over a 2 foot long 4x4 piece 
of wood and sent it careening into the side of Robin George’s 3 month old Miata on his way to 
“Miatas at the Ranch”.  [The 3-day National event was held in the Santa Barbara Mountains with 
over 150 Miatas all sparkling and bright.  Plus one with the passenger mirror ripped off with wires 
dangling, shattered glass embedded in the side window, and the door dented from the impact 
when the projectile hit the mirror and bounced along the side of the car.  Lucky for me it hit the 
side of us and not the windshield.  The trucking company refused to pay our deductible saying it 
was the hazards of driving on the road.  However we enjoyed the event and the attendees 
introduced Robin to Moss Motors!] 
 
September 12-14, 1997: 8th Gold Rush was held at the Sheraton Hotel in Rancho Cordova with 
160 Miatas and their owners.  Roaring 20’s was the theme and costumes were plentiful Friday 
night at the pasta dinner and later at the Casino Night gambling tables.   
 

                                                        
                      Godfather Ralph Gingrich                      Jeanne & Robin George 
 
A Time and Distance Rally or a Fun Run Poker Rally was the option for Saturday morning.  
Robin and I manned a poker station in Meadow Vista for the event. We drank Mimosa and 
listened to Classical Music as we waited for the attendees.  After the rally participants left, 75 
Miatas were counted in the parking lot. Business was good for the 15 vendors with visitors 
getting products added or wandering the Vendor Mall.  The rallies ended at the Funkana Station.  
At the banquet dinner awards were presented followed by a raffle.  The event made $2,000 for 
SAMOA and the raffle generated a $2,600 donation for Make-A-Wish.  {Nicole was treated to a 
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trip to Los Angeles where she met Leonardo DeCaprio and was his guest at the premiere of his 
new movie “Titanic”.} 
 
October 19, 1997:  7th Birthday at Loomis Park drew 55 SAMOA members in 30 Miatas to 
celebrate.  It was the largest crowd ever.  They feasted on Subway sandwiches, salads, veggies, 
and cakes provided by the Club.  Eight of the original 13 members were in attendance, although 
most of them had quit the Club. 
 
November 1997:  Robin George was the leader of the Nominating Committee and with another 
person managed to wrangled 9 victims to run for the 4 Director and 3 Chair positions.  I 
volunteered for the Finance Committee; we prepared a 1998 Budget proposal and submitted it to 
the current BoD.  They decided to postpone it for the incoming regime to approve. 
 
**The annual Ft. Bragg trip had 27 cars: 5 arrived on Friday night, and 22 caravanned on 
Saturday.    
 
January 1998:  The newly elected Officers took charge. [None of them are with the Club in 2010] 
The Events Coordinator designed a cost rating system for upcoming events to help people 
evaluate their attendance.  $=usually day trips, picnics, and inexpensive restaurants    $$=a bit 
more expensive meals usually day trips     $$$=overnight trips or other costs involved.  It worked 
out very well.  
**Point Reyes Lighthouse was the first event of the year and drew 9 Miatas. 
 
February 1998:  20 Miatas plus their faithful companions braved the elements to attend the 
meeting.  The newly elected Tech czar instituted a new venue, “Miata of the Month” where 
members would talk about their Miata and modifications.  Joe Rainbolt was the first and 
presented the group with an hour long [just kidding] dissertation complete with “before and after” 
photos of changes to his 95 red.  But when asked, he wouldn’t reveal the actual cost of his many 
modifications. 
**It was announced that that over the years Gold Rush raffles resulted in $12,500 donations to 
local charities, most recently Make-A-Wish.   
**New member is Genny Osborn [She would make her name in 1999 & 2000 as Secretary 
keeping Robin and the VP in line, and years later change her name when she met a nice young 
man, Bob Paauwe along the side of the road with his Miata hood up.  Genny couldn’t resist 
stopping.]  
 
March 1998:  The President moved the meeting to Sudwerk Brewery & Grill near CalExpo.   
Wow, what a crowd, 49 Miatas were counted scattered around the parking lot. [The manager’s 
mis-communication to his staff resulted in one check being presented to each table row of 20 
people.  Robin and I got stuck with the check at our table when others left without paying their 
share.  It cost us $22.10 for 2 ice teas and 1slice of cheesecake.] 
 
El Nino played havoc with club events.  Between the constant rain and flooded roads, many 
events were canceled in advance or when only 1or 2 Miatas showed up at the starting point. 
 
June 14, 1998:  Robin and I led our first event.  The weather cleared and 23 Miatas arrived at the 
McDonalds meeting place.  We chose wandering roads (driver boring), great twisty roads 
(passenger barf bag needed), a passenger photo recognition contest, and arrived at Indian 
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Grinding Rock State Park.  Robin and I found out that for all our planning, volleyball was not a 
Miata group activity, as they watched us set up and later take down the net.  Our photo contest 
was poorly accepted; apparently passengers decided it was too hard to look at the page of 
photos and the scenery.  The contest was made tougher by the fact that many of the animals in 
our photos moved or choose to lay down instead of standing up, as we had photographed them.  
The winner found 5 of the 10 pictures and we awarded them a bottle of Reindeer Ranch White 
Zinfandel wine.     

 
Indian Grinding Rock State Park 

 
Summer 1998 :  Events on the calendar included:  Delta Golf & Brunch **Alternate Vehicle Trip 
**Sutter Buttes Trip **July 4th Tahoe City Breakfast **Ironstone Winery **Drive Around Lake 
Tahoe **Corn Maze hike 
 
September 18-20, 1998 :  9th Gold Rush was held at the Sheraton Hotel in Rancho Cordova with 
a theme of Rock Around the Clock.  133 Miatas attended the event.  Robin was the Vendor 
organizer and arranged for 22 Vendors.  I was helping with registration.  An un-named donation 
amount from the raffle was split between the Sacramento Children’s Home and Make-A-Wish. 
 

                                         
 
October 11, 1998 :  8th SAMOA Birthday celebration was moved to Towe Auto Museum.  A picnic 
lunch offered to members brought 33 Miatas to the event.  After lunch they wandered into the 
Museum for a tour. 


